FOREWORD

I HAVK great pleasure in acceding to Dr. Lockhart's request that I should
contribute a short Foreword to this volume.

Although the work itself, in view of its historical importance and the
evidence it gives of much scholarly research, stands in no need of any
introduction, it is perhaps fitting that I should say something about
Dr. Lockhart himself, seeing that I have been closely associated with
him in his studies for many years past. At Cambridge, after taking
I lonours in ! listory, he studied Persian and Arabic under Professors
Edward G. Browne, A. A. Bevan and R. A. Nicholson, and secured
a first class in both parts of the Oriental languages Tripos. At a later
date, Fate having ordained that he should find employment in Iran,,
he took the opportunity of becoming intimately acquainted with that
country, its people and its language. From time to time, when he
came to England, either on duty or on leave, he always devoted such
leisure as he could find to working at the School of Oriental Studies,

Whe% a few years ago, he was transferred to London, he determined
to take advantage of the accessibility of its important libraries and to turn
to useful account the knowledge that he had acquired* It was then that
he set about the examination of the sources in Persian and in European
languages for the history of that amazing adventurer, Nadir Shah, and
was finally to produce a thesis which gained for him the PJuD* degree
in the University of London. Since then, as he has explained in his
Prefaces he has pursued his researches still further and has been able to
make full use of a Life of Nadir which existed in a unique copy in
Leningrad* A debt of gratitude is due to the Soviet authorities, who at
my request caused a photostat of this precious MS* to be made for the
School of Oriental Studies,

It should^ I think, be realised that Dr. Lockhart has only been able to
devote his out-of-office hours to this work, and that he has not found
time to examine any records further afield than London or Paris*

Nevertheless 1 doubt if he has left any stone unturned in his search
for materials concerning Nadir 8hah> and the present scholarly contri-
bution to the history of this politically important period is, I feel, bound
to achieve immediate recognition from students of Persian and Indian
history and to hold its own as a standard authority,
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